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My north2north exchange took place back in the fall semester of 2002 when 
I was a graduate student at Sakha State University (now North-Eastern 
Federal University). The academic knowledge that I gained at the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks helped me to write the substantial and practical part of 
my thesis. With that successfully done, I later took part in an international 
young researchers’ conference at the University of Alberta in Canada. Since I 
returned to my home institution as assisting teacher, the scientific and cultural 
knowledge I learned has helped me in my teaching work (teaching English and 
the course of Northern Literature and Arts). 

As you can see, I stepped from being a graduate student to a postgraduate 
researcher and a young teacher. My connection with UArctic also changed: I 
became a student representative on the Board of Governors. That was a really 
serious and important position. I felt quite thrilled and a bit worried, but with 
the support of my senior colleagues I was able to hold it and tried to do my 
best in voicing the youth of the Arctic and helping with the paperwork. Those 
years gave me a lot – both seeing the actual scenery of the Arctic and meeting 
its various representatives, from regular people to the ministers. I grew in mind, 
in worldview, in connections, and in many other ways, too.

I was closely in this circle while I was working at my home university, and 
when it was time to leave, it meant leaving the UArctic environment too. Such 
were the conditions in my life at that time, back in 2006, that I started to work 
full time with the NGO I had been with for all the previous years, the Eyge 
Environmental Education Center. I became its director in March 2007. We have 
various projects and issues to work on, but for a few years now one has been 
and still is in the focus: defending the rights of the indigenous peoples of the 
North of Yakutia on clean environment. Here I use the knowledge I gained 
when I was on exchange in Alaska, taking the rural development courses. 
Through this I got in touch with the UArctic Thematic Network on Local and 
Regional Development of the North at the summer school lead by professor 
Tor Gjertsen. He then invited me and my partners to the Gargia conference 
in October 2010. We visited northern Norway and talked to the communities 
there about our projects and our life here. Last summer I was also pleased 
to teach some lectures about the environment of Yakutia to the students of 
“Summer in Siberia” international course. 

It is hard to keep in touch with the people you knew and met a long time ago, 
but from the north2north exchange I found some true and close people I keep 
in contact with – that makes Alaska a very dear place to me. I once visited 
Alaska, in 2008, on a short trip organized by our colleague ecologists from 
California, and I felt nostalgic to have even a short glimpse of the UAF campus. 

I am so very thankful to all who helped that exchange to take place, to 
who I knew and still know from those times in Alaska from the UArctic 
administration. Life is a circle, and many things and people are bound to 
happen again. 
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By late May 2011 all eight 
members of the Arctic 
Council had launched 
respective Arctic strategies 
that outlined national 
interests and general 

political considerations covering a wide 
array of themes, including immediate 
challenges facing indigenous people, 
exploitation of resources (oil, gas, fisheries, 
bioprospecting etc.), environmental 
concerns, national boundary disputes and 
so forth. Two years down the road, in 
February 2013, UArctic co-sponsored The 
Economist’s high profile “Arctic Summit – 
What will the Arctic resemble in 2050?” 

The prophetic question was naturally not 
answered, but the meeting made it clear 
through all its presentations and participants 
that industry is fixing a hungry eye on the 
Arctic territories, and with industrialisation 
and the establishment of new infrastructure 
the bars are raised for informed decision-
making. In enlightened democracies, the 
need for new science should always grow in 
tandem with increased political and business 
interest. 

Capitalizing on the IPY Legacy
was generated. But how should funders 
capitalize on that raised awareness and 
new insight? The question is still up for 
debate, but some have already acted. The US 
National Science and Technology Council 
presented a new five-year plan (2013-2017) 
for Arctic research precisely because of the 
tremendous impact changes in the region are 
likely to have. 

Among the first to recognize this 
opportunity in Europe was Nordforsk. They 
established a so-called Norianett, primed to 
explore the possibility for new and novel 
Arctic research initiatives building on 
cross-disciplinary approaches. Nordforsk is 
now on its way to take a leading role as a 
constructive knowledge facilitator of Arctic 
research, and with that capitalize on the 
momentum generated by the IPY.

This responsiveness from funders is 
precisely what we need. More is welcome 
from all countries, philanthropists, 
industry and institutions alike. National 
strategies serve a purpose, agreed, but 
they are not always designed to address 
scientific challenges that transcend national 
boundaries, for which we need wider 
collaboration. 

Since all Arctic countries practice what we 
can call evidence-based policy, it is clearly 
in everyone’s interests that science delivers 
accurate and trustworthy observations and 
knowledge. But surveying and describing a 
moving target in precise scientific terms is 
no easy task. If that disappoints you, keep 
in mind that there are few research areas 
that we have (rightly, many would say, 
myself included) devoted similar attention to 
study as cancer, yet it still remains elusive. 
Acknowledging the limitations of scientific 
knowledge is equally difficult and important 
– never was this truer than in the case of 
the Arctic, which is transforming quickly 
and simultaneously on all fronts. Having 
said that, without research we wouldn’t 
even know how to navigate with a compass, 
because it wouldn’t exist in the first place! 

As with all research, funding allocated to 
Arctic research is limited, and more often 
than not, it is often unpredictable. That puts 
scientists in an awkward position. Take 
Station North on Greenland. Until this year 
the station was facing closure, but thanks 
to a generous contribution from the Villum 
Foundation it will now run for years to 
come. During the International Polar Year 
(IPY), which advanced polar sciences in 
so many ways, a considerable momentum 
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north2north 2012
student mobility

The width of the bars
correspond to the number 

of students

 Out In
Russia 53 14
Finland 40 20
Sweden 26 13
Norway 32 51
Canada 9 57
USA 7 12
Total 167 167
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